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Twenty educators participating in the CHDS University Agency and
Partnership Initiative for the annual Faculty Development Workshop.
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Teaching the next generation of homeland security professionals an understanding of complexity and integration was
one of the themes that emerged as 20 educators gathered for the annual Center for Homeland Defense and
Security University and Agency Partnership Faculty Development Workshop August 8-12.
The weeklong gathering also introduced new UAPI Co- Director Richard Suttie, who joined the Center in June.
Suttie joins long time Co-Director Steve Recca  who has been with the program since 2009.
“The introduction has been amazing,” Suttie said. “We have
20 people from around the country who have dedicated their
lives to teaching the next generation of this workforce and
shape it in a way that they are ready for whatever comes at
us. That is an amazing profession”
UAPI was created to share the gold-standard curriculum of
CHDS with universities and schools across the nation, free
of charge, to multiply the impact of homeland security
education. About 370 schools are partners. The annual
faculty workshop keeps those homeland security leaders up
to date on emerging issues as well as teaching approaches.
Workshop presentations and discussions included
intelligence, technology and comparative homeland security policy, with the common theme of complexity and
interdependent systems emerging as a constant among topics. The trend across those subjects is to integrate
related disciplines and treat them as interdependent, Suttie noted. So, a course on critical infrastructure protection
or human trafficking, for example, needs to incorporate topics such as cyber security
“They are not isolated,” he said. “We necessarily had to study them in isolation to become smarter, but now it’s time
to integrate. That means more complexity. You can’t optimize one area at the expense of the other.”
Educators said the workshop excelled at exploring emerging trends that will be critical to the next generation of
homeland security professionals.
“The UAPI workshop was great in exploring futuristic workforce requirements and identifying systemic knowledge
that tomorrow’s leaders in the homeland security enterprise will need to help make the nation safer and also build a
knowledge and evidence based professional discipline,” said Alexander Siedschlag, Program Chair for the
homeland security master’s degree program at Penn State-Harrisburg.
The Penn State master’s program is offered online by its World Campus through a consortium of six colleges across
the university and Siedschlag said the academic resources available through CHDS – such as the Homeland
Security Digital Library – were exceptionally valuable as was discussions with peers in the profession.
“The opportunity to liaise with colleagues and NPS faculty was exciting and clearly became a building block for an
integrative community of scholars in the different areas of civil security research that informs professional studies of
homeland security,” Siedschlag noted.
Forming bonds with other educators was also advantageous for Tafaimamao Tua-Tupuola Director, University
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) at American Samoa Community College. The only
higher education in Samoa, the school is developing a certificate and degree program in emergency management
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with an emphasis in disability and health. Aging and disability, among other vulnerable populations, continue to be
underserved or unserved during disasters, she noted. Tua-Tupuola commended a presentation by former CHDS
Executive Director Ted Lewis on BitCoin as well as a session with CHDS master’s alumna Lynda Peters on adult
teaching methods.
The contacts formed and subject matter studied during the week is already serving a valuable purpose.
“An outcome of the Faculty Development is how creative American Samoa can design an interdisciplinary program
with information-sharing amongst partners within UAPI,” said Tua-Tupuola, who is an alumna of the CHDS Pacific
Executive Leaders Program. “Upon returning home, UAPI participants were already emailing me assisting in
developing and identifying funding to support the program. UAPI is a very well connected network of professionals to
address a common goal in security issues.”
Often participants find discussions as useful as presentations. CHDS master’s degree alumnus David Dial, who
directs the homeland security program at Aurora University, said a session on improving students’ writing skills lent
him a teaching tool on an unrelated subject. Workshop participants were asked to write a definition of homeland
security.
“There are many aspects to homeland security, making one definition tough. Breaking down the elements that make
up the field teaches students to think and it teaches students to write,” Dial said. “This makes the students think
beyond manmade disasters and create their own definitions of what it takes to keep our homeland secure. That’s
really what you want, students who can think critically about what we do in this homeland security enterprise. The
fact is people my age are done making policies. I want to teach the new breed of policy makers how to think and how
to develop policies that will keep this country safe in the future.”
Aurora University offers a minor in homeland security and is developing a master’s degree program for the
profession. The former police chief teaches courses in homeland security, terrorism and counterterrorism and
intelligence policy.
“I picked up something every day I was here to use in my classes,” Dial said.
Providing opportunities for educators to exchange ideas and supporting fledgling homeland security programs is
something Suttie hopes to build upon. A former U.S. Navy aviator, Suttie is a 1990 graduate of NPS. He served as
Assistant Dean at the Naval War College for 10 years and comes to NPS-CHDS from the University of Southern
California.
“This has been a remarkable experience and one I hope to build upon so we can expand in whatever ways make
sense,” he said. “I’m enormously optimistic for the future because of the people. When you get a chance to meet 20
leaders from around the country and see their level of commitment, and see increased understanding and thought
leadership, you have to be very optimistic for the future of homeland security education.”
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